
Education for Today’s Learners

L E A R N I  N G



®

LEVEL 4

English • STEAM • Environment • Social Studies • Citizenship

Levelled Reader

1

Alien Skies
Star Structures

Also in this issue

LEVEL 3

English • STEAM • Environment • Social Studies • Citizenship

Levelled Reader

1

Also in this issue

What is 
a mountain?

Achoo!

LEVEL 1

English • STEAM • Environment • Social Studies • Citizenship

Levelled Reader

What is Engage?

•	Founded in 2016, Engage Learning is a leader in English 
language instruction and content materials in the PreK – 
Class 11 space.

•	Engage develops print and digital learning experiences.

•	All Engage materials can be used in school, at home, or   
in a blended learning environment.

•	Engage materials are designed to teach all students 
through the use of authentic-looking educational 
materials. 



•	To improve reading proficiency. A recent study conducted 
across all of India’s states shows that a vast majority of 
students at all class levels read below grade level.

•	To teach all subjects using India-centric content instead of 
traditional examples from the United States and Europe.

•	To connect what students learn in the classroom  
to the real world.

•	To engage students through impactful photographs and 
high-interest stories.

•	To redefine what a textbook and other educational 
materials are.

Why Engage?



The Engage Formula

EV + SI = Success



Its materials provide an authentic, engaging 
reading experience with high-interest, 
curriculum-based content illustrated with 
great photography. It helps students 
develop their nonfiction reading skills while 
teaching the content they need.

Engage attacks India’s reading problem head on.
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Engage also provides an excellent model 
for developing writing skills. So, Engage 
teaches reading, writing, and curriculum-
based content, derived from India’s major 
syllabuses. 

An authentic nonfiction reading experience.



ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

Hold YOU Up!

English • STEAM • Environment • Social Studies • Citizenship Vol 2, Issue 6 LEVEL 1 Every aspect of Engage’s materials is 
crafted to develop nonfiction reading skills 
while teaching grade-level content. Let 
us look at some of the scaffolding used in 
Engage to facilitate comprehension.

Targetted materials.



PreK

STEM 
for Preschool



•   PreK Readers teach literacy, numeracy, 
   content, and motor skills

	 •   PreK and Kindergarten leveled readers 
         teach the same content at different 
         reading levels. 

•   PreK Science integrates math, science,  
   and the environment 



5

Look up. Look down. Look around. 
What do you see?
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The tiger is to
the rriigghhtt of
the tree.
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The squirrel
is to the
lleefftt of the
tree.
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The owl is
iinn the
tree.
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Lay oonn your bed.

Get iinn your bed.

Sit uunnddeerr a table.

Hold a book aabboovvee
a table.

Show that you know how 
to tell where something is.

Raise your rriigghhtt hand.

Raise your lleefftt hand.
rriigghhtt

Tel l
aabboovvee

oonn

iinn

lleefftt

uunnddeerr

19
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A tiger has parts.

fur

tail

legs

head

paws
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ALIKE?
H o w a re t h e y

Circle the word that best  

tells about these animals.

ha i r b ig   

orange   fu r    

ta l l       

fast



Readers



An engaging headline 
tells what the story is 
about and sparks 
student interest.

A deck pinpoints the 
salient point or points 
students learn from 
the story.

A large photo engages 
students and helps to 
tell the story.
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You may think that your bones are hard and never 
changing. Think again. Your bones are alive. They 
grow and change with you. “From the time you are 
born until you are about 19 years old, the length of  
your bones increases,” said Dr. Kannan Pugazhendi 
of  the Indian Institute of  Sports Medicine.

shape you and hold you up. They allow you to 
move, stand, sit, wiggle and bend. Bones protect 
your organs, too. For example, your ribs are like 
a fort protecting your heart and lungs. Bones 
also make blood cells. “So, bones may be hard 
structures, but they perform many functions,” said 
Dr. Pugazhendi.

 
About 206 bones make up your skeletal system. 
Without yor skeleton, you would be a puddle on the 

a look at your skeleton and discover what it does.

cartilage. Jiggle the 

bones are soft enough that they can actually bend 
before breaking,” said Dr. Pugazhendi. Since then, 
your bones have been hardening. 

Also, the number of  bones in your body has 
changed. You had 300 or more bones when you 
were born. Many of  these extra bones were in your 
head. They fused to protect your brain.

The place where two bones meet is called a joint. 
Some joints, such as the joints in your head, do not 
move. However, most joints move. Your shoulder and 
hips are ball-and-socket joints. A ball-shaped end of  

joints allow bones to swing in a circular motion. Other 
joints, such as elbows and knees are hinges. They 
move back and forth, like a door. Other kinds  

part of  your bones is called hard bone, and it 
protects the inside of  the bone. Below the hard 
bone, your bones look like a honeycomb. This part 
of  the bone is called spongy bone. The middle of  

substance called marrow.
There are two types of  marrow. One is yellow 

and the other is red. Yellow bone marrow stores fat. 
Your bones release this fat when your body needs 
energy. So your bones need to constantly replace 
yellow marrow.

Red bone marrow makes red blood cells, white 
blood cells and platelets. Without your bones, you 
would not have any blood. Each day your bones 
make 5,00,00,00,000 red blood cells. They also 
make thousands of  white blood cells and platelets.

Red blood cells carry the oxygen your lungs 
inhale and carry it throughout your body. Withoit 
oxygen moving in blood, your body would die. 
White blood cells cruise through your body and 

as terrorists and white blood cells as bullets,” said 
Dr. Pugazhendi. “The white blood cells keep the 
terrorists from taking over your body.” So your 
skeletal system is also part of  your immune system. 
Platelets help your blood clot when you get a cut or 

skeletal system: all the bones in a body
cartilage:
marrow:

FEET ARE NEAT 
Your foot bones grow  
faster than other bones.

FASTFACT
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Fast facts relate 
memorable, fun 
information that 
students want to share.

Academic and content 
vocabulary are defined 
on the page to increase 
usability and 
comprehension.

Photos and illustrations 
directly support the 
content.

Lines are short so that 
students can read a 
whole line without much 
eye movement. Moving 
the head or eyes while 
reading can tire the 
reader. We want readers 
to remain alert so they 
can comprehend what 
they are reading.

Type style and size is based on research so that 
students can easily make out letters and words. 
Some type styles are harder to read than others. 



To improve comprehension, columns, 
pages, and spreads always end with a 
complete paragraph. Studies show that 
sentences that cross columns and pages 
decrease comprehension.

Subheads at 
the top of 
columns tell 
readers what 
the section is 
going to be 
about. 

Shorter paragraphs and sentences, as 
well as lower readability at the beginning 
of a story helps striving readers.

Large, colorful photos create interest in 
the story and transport students to the 
location being discussed. The text does 
not fill every space so that it looks 
accessible. 



Many textbooks are written poorly and are too hard for students. 
Here is a passage from a popular Class 5 science textbook.

“Our skull is attached to our vertebral column, which is also called the 
spine. The vertebral column forms the main axis of our skeleton. It is 
made up of 33 small and irregular-shaped bones, called the vertebrae, 
which are linked together. Although the vertebrate are linked together, 
they are not fused. The vertebrate allows us to bend, twist and stand 
upright. Another important function of the vertebral column is to 
protect the important blood vessels and the delicate spinal cord, which 
is a bundle of nerves.”

The average reading level of this passage is Class 7.9, nearly 
three grade levels higher than the best students can read. The last 
sentence is written on college level. 

Nationally, only 2.1% of Class 5 students are proficient readers.



General Knowledge



T E A C H I N G  G U I D E
The Book of General Knowledge 

CLASS 9, 10, AND 11

(Higher Secondary)

AGES 14-16 YEARS



Outcomes and 
Curriculum 
Connections tell what 
students learn and 
how that relates to 
the curriculum.

Each lesson has four 
timed parts.

‘Launch The Lesson’ 
tells how to introduce 
the lesson to students.

‘Fast Facts’ helps 
introduce the lesson by 
providing interesting 
information. Use them 
before or after reading.

‘Read the Lesson’ tells 
how you might group 
students to conduct 
the reading session. It 
tells what students 
should look for.

‘Assess the Lesson’ 
gives pointers on how 
to conduct the lesson 
assessment.





ACTIVITIES
This activity asks 
students to apply what 
they learned in the 
lesson. They record their 
healthy habits for one 
week. This helps them 
build a healthy lifestyle 
for life.

GK10, page 20.



LESSON 10
A C T I V I T Y Vocabulary
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R E A D  T O  S U C C E E D

How to How to 
Read and Write Read and Write 

NonfictionNonfiction
CLASS  5

E N G L I S H   L I T E R A C Y   S E R I E S

Literacy
Series







Bluebottle Fly

ChameleonCorn Snake

CrocodileDragonfly
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P
ho

to
s 

(c
lo

ck
w

is
e,

 f
ro

m
 t

o
p

 le
ft

):
 J

J 
H

ar
ri

so
n 

(j
jh

ar
ri

so
n8

9
@

fa
ce

b
o

o
k.

co
m

);
 C

C
0

; C
C

0
; U

m
b

er
to

 S
al

va
g

ni
n;

 C
O

0
; C

O
0

Look into 
Animal Eyes

Deer FlyCat

OwlSpider

Look at the animal eyes. How are they alike? How are they different?
Research each two animals to learn how they see. Then, on a separate sheet of 

paper explain the difference between the two kinds of eyes.
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Body Systems
LESSON 16
ACT I V I T Y
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– Integrates learning
– Teaches the basic curriculum
– Builds nonfiction reading skills
– Connects the curriculum to 
   real life
– Is India-centric

Looking at Engage



Francis Downey, one of the world’s leading authorities on developing authentic learning 
experiences in formal and informal education settings, is a co-founder of Engage Learning. 
An innovative educator, Fran has been a lecturer, teacher, and educational publisher for more 
than 40 years. 
	 A graduate of Yale University, he began his career as an education specialist at Dinosaur 
State Park in Connecticut, USA, designing curriculums that integrated environmental 
instruction with core curriculum. After leaving that position, he worked in several science 
museums and planetariums developing dynamic education programs.  
	 A frequent guest on TV news programs, he commented on current space exploration. 
Teaching history for a decade at the college level, he developed courses in US history, 
African-American history, the history of Puerto Rico, European history and world history.  
	 In the early 1990s, he began working in educational publishing, developing classroom 
magazines. An editor at Weekly Reader, he 20 years ago launched ScienceSpin, a science 
magazine that is still published today. He then joined National Geographic, leading the team 
that developed National Geographic Explorer Magazine and many supplemental educational 
programs, soon rising to Vice President & Publisher of National Geographic Learning.	  
	 Throughout his career, the Association of Educational Publishers has awarded him 
several Distinguished Achievement Awards, the Most Improved Award, and even their top 
award, the Golden Lamb. 

The Engage Team
The founders of Engage Learning are stalwarts of publishing from companies like National Geographic and  
India Book House (creators of Amar Chitra Katha and Tinkle and the Crossword chain of stores).

FRANCIS DOWNEY, Editorial Director



Lata began her career at India Book House’s subscription division, Lata quickly rose
through the ranks, and went on to head IBH’s international magazine division as well as co-
founded the bookstore chain, Crossword.
	 When National Geographic Explorer set its eyes on the Indian market, Lata’s passion 
and concern for conservation, wildlife and education found expression in this exciting new 
opportunity, and she became their head of marketing for India & the sub-continent, with  
a mission to see every child in India have equal access to the best education material.
	 Lata was personally responsible for marketing directly to over 500 schools, working 
with them and their PTAs to promote the magazine. She established connections with State 
government education ministries and worked with NGOs and MNCs for CSR sales.  
Lata’s mission in education has found new wings as Co-Founder and Head of Sales at  
Engage Learning.

Padmini is a publishing professional with special experience and expertise in large and 
medium format illustrated books. Earlier as Head of Publishing at India Book House, she 
oversaw the company’s popular Tinkle magazine and Amar Chitra Katha series for children, 
and also developed a list of several award-winning illustrated titles on architecture, art, film, 
decorative arts and popular culture that she published in co-edition with leading international 
publishers. 	 
	 As Co-Founder and Head of Publishing s at Engage Learning, Padmini supports the 
development and deployment of new product lines in print and digital formats, and brings to 
the program the founding principles of her publishing career: delivery of authoritative content 
with the highest standards of text, visuals and production.

PADMINI MIRCHANDANI, Head of Publishing

LATA VASVANI, Sales & Marketing Director



Visit www.engage-online.com for sample magazines of all levels. 
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